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the pleasure of carrying the proofs of the American edition
across the Afctatic to his London publisher.
Union Now produced a British Society, 'Federal Union',
which has become a powerful organization, and its mem-
bership, which includes a large number of M.P.s grows
continually. The book's influence has also been visible in
the creation of many societies in America, France, Belgium,
Holland, the Scandinavian countries and Italy. To federa-
lists the need for a federation of societies working for the
same objects soon became obvious, and an international
conference with this end in view was held at Luxembourg
in October 1946. From India Lieutenant (now Brigadier)
Mangat Rai and I attended, and did our best to remind an
assemblage obsessed with fear of a fresh devastation of
Europe of the existence of Asia. Two combinations
resulted from the conference, one for the promotion of a
world federation the other for a European union; both
have now a common permanent secretariat at 10, Rue
Diday, Geneva. A conference was held at Montreux in
1947, and this year's meeting has just taken place in
Luxembourg. Its special importance was that it discussed
a practical plan put forward by a group of British M.P.s
for holding in every country a nation-wide ballot in 1950
to elect representatives to World Constituent Assembly, on
a basis of one representative for every million inhabitants.
The Assembly would aim at producing a federal constitu-
tion by 1952 for ratifaction by the Parliaments of the world.
In Britain more than seventy M.P.s are associated with
this proposal and distinguished figures such as Lord
Beveridge and Sir John Boyd-Obr are already electioneering
as candidates for the Constituent Assembly. Groups are
actively at work in the U.S.A, France, Germany, Scandi-
navia, and Switzerland. From America Mr. Edward Clark
this year undertook a world tour to spread the idea. During
his visit to India he had a meeting with Pandit Nehru who
wrote him, for publication, a letter cordially supporting
the cause of world federation, without commitment to
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